
 
Hello and welcome to our first newsletter for 2016. I hope that the year is shaping up to be a productive and 
beneficial year for everyone in their endeavours.  
 
While most of us were able to enjoy some down time over the holiday period, some of our IFE members 
working for fire agencies in Western Australia, Victoria and Tasmania were kept busy dealing with significant 
campaign bushfires. Well done and thank you to those of you who have played a role in dealing with these 
incidents. 
 
In early December my visit to Western Australia included a tour of the Department of Fire & Emergency  
Services (DFES) State Operations Centre. This is an impressive state of the art facility which enables senior 
commanders to be provided with a high level of situational awareness of incidents occurring all across  
Western Australia and informs their strategic decision making and management of events.  
 
No doubt over recent months this facility has been fully utilised by DFES. 
 
Australia Day 2016 - Australian Fire Service Medal recipients 
Congratulations to the following IFE members who were awarded the Australian Fire Service Medal (AFSM) 
as part of the Australia Day Honours List: 
Graham Healy (MIFireE)  
Richard Murray Owen (GIFireE) 
John Philip Hazzlewood (GIFireE) 
Ian Ross Lockley (GIFireE) 
 
The awarding of the AFSM is recognition of exceptional service and dedication.  
 
On behalf of IFE Australia I congratulate them all on receiving this award. 
 
IFE Contributing to Fire Safety Public Policy  
One of the priorities I have set for my term as President is to ensure that IFE Australia uses our collective 
knowledge and influence to have a positive impact on the fire safety of the community. A key way for this to 
be achieved is for IFE Australia to be engaged in the development and debate of public policy relating  
to fire safety.  
 
Many of our members are already playing a role in this through their employment and membership on  
various panels such as standards committees. In December 2015 IFE Australia Patron, AFAC President  
and FRNSW Commissioner Greg Mullins AFSM together with IFE Australia Vice President, and MFB  
Assistant Chief Officer Adam Dalrymple, presented to a Senate Inquiry that is looking at the performance 
and suitability of residential smoke alarms. Both were there representing their agencies and AFAC and  
clearly stated to the committee that photoelectric smoke alarms should be required in residential properties.  
 
This is an example of the positive contribution that IFE members make to create a community that is safer 
from fire. 
 
Whilst in Perth during December 2015 I met with the WA Building Commissioner, Mr Peter Gow, along with 
IFE Australia Branch Council member Terry Jackson and local IFE member Rob Davis.  
 
Our meeting discussed issues relating to fire engineering design and approval processes within the WA  
regulations and also reaffirmed IFE Australia's position statement on managing potential conflicts of interest:  
http://www.ife.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/IFE-Australia-position-paper-on-conflict-of-interest.pdf 
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Where appropriate, I am keen for IFE Australia to also contribute to public policy conversations by making formal submissions 
 that clearly communicate IFE Australia's position on fire safety issues.  
 
Emerging Technologies 
With the amazing pace of technical and scientific developments it is certainly an exciting time as new technology is rapidly  
transitioned from concept, through development, to commercial production.  
 
This new technology can clearly have benefits to all of society, whether it is just for fun - hoverboards - or it is helping to  
reduce carbon emissions and provide clean energy - battery storage systems. 
 
Both of these also have the potential to impact on IFE members. The great popularity and demand  
for hoverboards has meant that there were some inferior products sold which may now pose a fire risk  
and we are starting to see some fires being caused due to hoverboards.  
 
The developments in battery storage technology now means that electrical storages can easily be located in residential  
properties allowing householders to store the electricity produced by their roof top solar systems for use during night time.  
Recently ABC TV's Catalyst program had a special feature on this technology which is well worth watching and can be  
accessed from this link: http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/4398364.htm  
 
From a fire engineering perspective, this program makes one realise the challenges for fire engineers that  
come from this emerging technology to design fire safety systems to protect this equipment from fire and  
also protect the property if this equipment fails as well as applying safe firefighting techniques if there is a fire  
involving storage systems. 
 
 
IFE Australia 2016 Conference 
This year the IFE Australia Conference will be held on 27th & 28th October at the Sheraton Resort on the Gold Coast.  
 
The theme for the conference is: "High Occupancy Fire Engineering and Emergency Response"  
and will cover such topics as: 
 • Fire engineering and response to hospitals, stadiums and ultra-high-rise buildings 
 • The risks associated with high population evacuation 
 • Emergency services capacity 
 • Media management and social networking to facilitate emergency response 
 
There will also be a very informative and engaging expert panel discussion related to the conference topic.  
This interactive forum was a highlight at last year's conference.  
 
The conference location and theme match perfectly with the region's many beach side high-rise buildings and the  
Gold Coast preparing to host the Commonwealth Games in 2018. 
 
The call for papers has just been released, so if anyone is interested in delivering a presentation  
at the conference please follow this link: http://www.ife.org.au/call-for-papers-for-the-ife-australia-2016-conference/  
 
 
Further information and booking details can be found at:  
http://www.ife.org.au/events/institution-of-fire-engineers-australia-branch-2016-national-conference/  
 
Have a look at our website: www.ife.org.au     
 
I look forward to seeing you at the conference in October.  
 
Engineering Council Registration 
The traditional IFE membership grades are generally well known and understood within the  
fire engineering industry. What may be less well known and understood are the Engineering Council  
grades that IFE members may also be eligible to apply for.  
 
Many of you who work in private industry may already be aware of these grades and the number of  
Engineering Council Registrants is continuing to increase.  
However there are many IFE members from both public and private sectors who may not fully understand or appreciate the additional  
qualifications available.  
 
I will provide greater detail on Engineering Council Registration in subsequent newsletters so will only provide a brief background and  
outline this edition.  
 
The IFE is a member of the Engineering Council which is a UK based professional association that recognises differing skill levels within 
the engineering disciplines. The Engineering Council recognises fire engineering as a profession and can award internationally recognised 
qualifications.  
 
These qualifications are broken into three levels: 
Chartered Engineer (CEng) 
Incorporated Engineer (IEng) 
Engineering Technician (EngTech) 
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Exams 
Good luck to those members who are undertaking the IFE examinations on the 10th & 11th March. 
 
The exams are an important part of the professional development process and are internationally recognised and  
respected within the fire engineering industry.  
 
It is always a challenge to prepare for and sit the exams so I appreciate the efforts of the candidates.  
 
Thank you also to the IFE members who will be volunteering their time to supervise the exams.  
 
 
Membership Fees 
Thank you to all those members who have paid their membership fees on time. Your prompt payment is a great  
assistance to IFE Australia.  
 
For those who have yet to pay their fees please do so prior to February/March to avoid any extra administration fees.  
 
If you have any queries about your membership fees please contact the National Executive Officer;  
Christine Sharrad, at admin@ife.org.au  
 
 
IFE Centenary 2018 
2018 will be the centenary of the IFE's formation. The planning for events to mark this special milestone is starting to 
commence. 
We are also looking for any ideas that members may have for centenary events. These may be suggestions for local, 
national and international events. 
 
Suggestions for centenary events can be sent to the National Executive Officer;  
Christine Sharrad, at admin@ife.org.au  
 
 
The IFE International General Assembly is keen to receive suggestions for centenary events and I will table any sug-
gestions received at the IGA meeting  in March.  
 
 
International General Assembly 
On 14th & 15th March 2016 I will be representing IFE Australia at the IFE International General Assembly (IGA) at  
Stratford-upon-Avon.  
 
This forum was established to allow all the international IFE branches to have input and provide their experience to 
influence the direction of IFE.  
As the IFE is an international body with branches in 22 countries this is an important forum to ensure IFE maintains a 
global perspective.  
 
IFE Australia is the largest branch and this position gives us a strong position to put forward our  
perspectives.  
 
It also comes with a responsibility to assist other smaller international branches in making sure their perspectives are 
listened to.  
 
In the next newsletter I will provide you with an update from the IGA. 
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