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Dr Jonathan Barnett has over 40 years’ experience in fire protection engineering.
Previously a professor of fire protection engineering and mechanical engineering at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in the US, Jonathan has researched topics such as
computer modelling of fire, structural fire protection and the development of tests for
firefighting personal protective equipment. Today he is the Managing Director of Basic
Expert Pty Ltd in Australia.

As an expert witness, Jonathan has testified on fire events throughout the world. In
2001 Jonathan was a core team member for the Building Performance Study that
investigated the events of 9/11. Currently, Jonathan is the National Chair of Engineers
Australia Society of Fire Safety.
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Bronwyn Weir has been a lawyer for over 20 years. She
recently established Weir Legal and Consulting Pty Ltd
after working for several year as a senior partner in a
large law firm. Bronwyn advises regulators on regulatory
practice, enforcement and compliance matters.

Bronwyn was co-appointed with Professor Peter Shergold
by the Building Ministers Forum to make
recommendations on a national best practice approach to
regulation of the building sector. This work was
commissioned shortly after to the London Grenfell Tower
fire. The appointment reflects Bronwyn’s in-depth
knowledge of building regulation but also her work
advising regulators on enhancing regulatory practice by
operationalising risk-based decision-making.

Ms Bronwyn Weir
Co-Author of the Shergold Weir Report
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Jeremy Fewtrell is a Deputy Commissioner with Fire & 

Rescue NSW and is responsible for the organisation’s 

Strategic Capability portfolio. He has over 20 years of 

experience as a firefighter and senior commander, 

working in both metropolitan and regional commands. 

In 2017, Jeremy led the development of FRNSW’s new 

aerial appliance strategy and the procurement activity 

for its next generation of aerial appliances. 

Jeremy is the President of IFE Australia and is the Leader 

of the Institution’s International General Assembly. 
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Sean DeCrane retired as a 25+ year veteran of the Cleveland Division of Fire. He rose through
the ranks and serving in various roles including the Director of Training and Acting Chief of
Operations. He retired as a Battalion Chief covering Cleveland’s Westside.

Sean has been very involved in the research at Underwriters Laboratories and the National
Institute of Standards and Technology. He serves on the UL Fire Council, is a member of the
UL Fire Fighter Safety Research Institute’s Advisory Board and is currently on a number of
technical panels for research and standards. Sean has been awarded the 2015 UL Council
Member’s Achievement Award, 2014 Fire Equipment Manufacturer’s Fire Safety Advocate of
the Year Award, the 2013 International Association of Fire Chiefs Life Safety Award and the
2012 ICC-IAFC Life Safety Advocate Award.
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Dr David Lange joined the School of Civil Engineering at the
University of Queensland in early 2018 as a lecturer in
Structural Fire Engineering. His background is in Structural
Fire Safety Engineering, including risk and performance based
design methodologies and structural mechanics under high
temperature.

David has several years of experience working in the research
and education sector in Europe, where he has participated in
a wide range of projects including coordination of a Horizon
2020 research and innovation action and as principal or co-
investigator in a variety of nationally and internationally
funded projects in the field of fire safety engineering.

Mr Sean DeCrane
Industry Relations Manager, Underwriters Laboratories

Dr David Lange 
Lecturer, University of Queensland
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Mr Paul England has been the principal of EFT Consulting since 2012
and has been involved in fire research, testing and consultancy for
over 35 years. He founded Warrington Fire Research (now Exova
Warringtonfire) in Australia in 1991 and was responsible for its
development as a leading NATA accredited fire test laboratory,
research facility and fire safety engineering practice over a period of
20 years.

He has undertaken various fire safety engineering analyses
underpinning proposals for change to the NCC and chairs Standards
Australia Committee FP18 which is responsible for developing fire
testing classification and fire safety engineering standards. He is a
Fellow of Engineers Australia and is a past president of the Engineers
Australia Society of Fire Safety.
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Amanda Leck is the Director Community Safety and Resilience
with the Australasian Fire and Emergency Services Council (AFAC),
the national council for fire, land management and emergency
service authorities in Australia and New Zealand, representing 31
member organisations, and a workforce of volunteers and career
staff totalling 288,000 firefighters and emergency workers.
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Commissioner Paul Baxter has more than 30 years of fire
service experience, originally serving as a volunteer
firefighter, then as a firefighter with the New Zealand Air
Force. He became a fulltime firefighter with the New
Zealand Fire Service and worked through the ranks until
being appointed as National Commander a year after the
devastating 2012 Christchurch earthquake. In addition to
his firefighting credentials, which included being on an
incident management team during the 2001 Christmas
bushfires in NSW, Commissioner Baxter was a volunteer
ambulance officer for many years.

Ms Amanda Leck,
Director, Community Safety and Resilience – AFAC and AIDR
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Commissioner Baxter is highly qualified and experienced in firefighting, rescue, disaster
management and senior command. He holds a degree in business, is a certified company
director with the New Zealand Institute of Directors, has studied advanced management at
the Melbourne School of Business, is a Fellow of the Institution of Fire Engineers, a Member
of the New Zealand Institute of Management, and has completed the Executive Fire Officer
Program at the United States Fire Academy.

With 20 years’ experience in the emergency management and community sectors, Amanda led
the community development area for CFA, Victoria. During this time she was instrumental in
developing an Information and Warnings capability for CFA, a first for an emergency
service agency in Australia. Amanda joined AFAC in 2009 and in 2013 was appointed Director
Community Safety, where she leads the community safety function and provides strategic
advice in relation to risk, community safety and warnings


